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Adequate Yearly Progress
In addition to California’s accountability system, which measures student 
achievement using the API, schools must also meet new requirements set by the 
federal education law known as No Child Left Behind. This law requires all 
schools to report how well students are achieving based on a concept called Ade-
quate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

To meet AYP, elementary schools must meet three criteria. First, a certain per-
centage of students must score at or above proficient levels on the California 
Standards Test (13.6 percent on the English test and 16 percent on the math 
test). These goals must also be met by all ethnic and socioeconomic subgroups of 
students. Second, the schools must achieve an API of at least 560 or increase the 
API by one point. Third, 95 percent of the student body must take the required 
standardized tests. 

If a school fails to meet even one of the criteria, it fails to meet AYP. While all 
schools must report their progress towards meeting AYP, only schools getting 
federal funding to help economically disadvantaged students are actually penal-
ized if they fail to make the mark. If these schools fail to meet AYP for two con-
secutive years or more, they must provide special services to students, such as a 
transfer to a different school or tutoring. In some cases, the school faces inter-
vention from the state of California.

The table at left shows where 
we met our AYP goals. The 
gray dots represent where 
we’ve met our goals; red dots 
indicate goals we missed. Just 
one red dot is sufficient to 
cause us to fail to attain what 
NCLB defines as “adequate 
yearly progress.”

FEDERAL

AYP
ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS

Met AYP Yes
Met schoolwide 
participation rate Yes
Met schoolwide test 
score goals Yes
Met subgroup* 
participation rate Yes
Met subgroup* test 
score goals Yes
Met schoolwide API 
for AYP Yes
Program 
Improvement School No

SOURCE: AYP is based on Phase I, II, and III 
results released by the CDE between October 
2003 and March 2004.

*Ethnic or socioeconomic groups of students 
that make up 15% or more of a school’s student 
body. These groups must meet AYP and API 
goals. R/P - Results pending due to challenge by 
school. N/A - Results not available.

Adequate Yearly Progress, Detail by Subgroup

●  DID MEET GOAL ●  DID NOT MEET GOAL ●  RESULTS PENDING

English/Language Arts Math

DID 95%
OF STUDENTS 

TAKE THE 
TEST?

DID 13.6%
OF STUDENTS 

SCORE
PROFICIENT OR 
ADVANCED ON 

THE CST?

DID 95%
OF STUDENTS 

TAKE THE 
TEST?

DID 16%
OF STUDENTS 

SCORE
PROFICIENT OR 
ADVANCED ON 

THE CST?

SCHOOLWIDE RESULTS ● ● ● ●

SUBGROUPS OF STUDENTS     

Low income ● ● ● ●

Students learning English ● ● ● ●

STUDENTS BY ETHNICITY     

African American ● ● ● ●

Asian ● ● ● ●

Hispanic/Latino ● ● ● ●
SOURCE: AYP release of January 2004, Calif. Dept. of Education
Elk Grove Unified School District




